Docket No. 60,130-391 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


In re application of: 
Serial No.: 
Filed: 
For: 

Docket No.: 


Paul John Griffiths 
09/525,741 
March 14, 2000 
IMPROVED AIR SPRING 
60,130-391 


Examiner: Unknown 
Group Art Unit: 3619 


Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



PETITION UNDER RULE 37 CFR 1.47(b) 


Dear Sir: 


The inventor of the above-referenced application, Paul John Griffiths, has effectively 
refused to execute this application. The owner of this application is Meritor HVS Limited, 
("Meritor"). The undersigned is acting as agent for Meritor in this application, and is thus 
acting to submit the Declaration in the place of Mr. Griffiths. 

The reasons for this action are set forth below. 

Paul John Griffiths was employed by Meritor at Rackery Lane, Llay Wrexham 
LL120PB, United Kingdom, and under an obligation to assign inventions to Meritor. See fourth 
paragraph of page 5 in the attached Employment Agreement attached as Exhibit A. 

The undersigned provided Mr. Griffiths with a draft of the above-referenced application 
Via Facsimile on June 22, 1999. See cover letter of June 22, 1999 attached as Exhibit B. As 
indicated in Exhibit B, Mr. Griffiths was provided with the opportunity to review the above- 
referenced patent application. 1 

Mr. Griffiths did not respond to the letter of June 22, 1999 and subsequently left 
Meritor. By letter of February 17, 2000 (copy attached as Exhibit C) another copy of each of 
the three (3) patent applications directed to developments made during Mr. Griffiths 


1 Mr. Griffiths failed to respond to three (3) separate letters each regarding one of the patent applications 
(09/525,862 - Attorney Docket No. 60,130,382; 09/524,436 - Attorney Docket No. 60,130,390; and 09/525,741 - 
Attorney Docket No. 60,130,391) directed to developments made during Mr. Griffiths employment at Meritor. 
Each application had been previously provided for his review and signature and each is now subject to a petition 
under rule 37 CFR 1.47(b). 
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employment at Meritor were sent to Mr. Griffiths 1 home. The undersigned thus again provided 
Mr. Griffiths with the opportunity to review each of the patent applications. The undersigned 
further notified Mr. Griffiths that should he not respond by March 14, 2000, the patent 
applications would be filed without his signature. 

The application as filed had thus been prepared and in the possession of the inventor for 
almost nine (9) months before it was eventually filed. The inventor is no longer employed by 
the assignee of this application. Thus, assignee needed to complete the filing of this application 
to protect its interests. 

For the reasons set forth above, assignee submits that the filing of this application under 
Rule 37 CFR 1.47(b) is proper. Applicant asks that processing of this application now proceed. 


Respectfully Submitted, 


HOWARD* & HO WARE' ATTORNEYS, P.C. 



DAMID L. WISZ ^ 

Registration No. 46,350 

Attorneys for Applicant 

HOWARD & HOWARD ATTORNEYS, P.C. 

The Pinehurst Office Center 

1400 North Woodward Avenue, Suite 101 

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304-2856 

(248) 645-1483 


Dated: 


CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that the above referenced documents are being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service as first-class mail, postage prepaid, in an envelope addressed to the Assistant Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C. on this q?9 day of 'CTunc , 2000 

Andrea Downing 
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ATTORNEYS 


Esttthlislwtl /.SY>V 


The Pinehursi Otiicc Center 

Suite 101 
1400 North Woodward Avenue 
Bloomheld Hills. Ml 4N304-2S5f> 


The Michigan Bui Idiniz 

Suite :oo 

100 Portage Street 
Kalamazoo. Ml 4«DU7-4NI>: 


The Phoenix Buildinu 
Suite 500 
222 Wa>hiiii;ton Square. North 
l..in.Mii!!. Nil 4SW-1XI7 


The Creve t'oeur Huiklini: 
Smie Mo 
I Uheriv Street 
Peoria. IL h|h02-14n;» 


Telephone t24X» h45-l4S.» 
ha\ <:4S) f»45.|5hS 


Telephone tM hi . ; N:-14X3 
ha\ (6 16 1 *K2-l5hS 


Telephone 1 5 17) 4S5-I4X3 
l ; a\ i 5 I 7 i 4Sv15f>X 


Telephone i .>n'h fwI-US ^ 
ha.\ h72-l5h.S 


David L. Wisz 


Bloom He Id Hills Office 


Direct Dial: (248)723-0308 


June 22,1999 


Via Facsimile 


Paul John Griffiths 

Meritor Heavy Vehicle Systems Limited 

Rackery Lane 
Llay Wrexham 
LL 120PB 
United Kingdom 

RE: U.S. Patent Application on: 


Dear Mr. Griffiths: 

Attached please find a draft of the above-identified patent application for your 
review. I have also enclosed informal drawings to expedite your review process. 

Please carefully review the applications for accuracy and completeness. Keep in 
mind that we must disclose the best mode known for practicing the invention at the time of 
filing. Under the law, the best mode must further be disclosed in a way that would enable 
one of ordinary skill in the art to practice the invention without undue experimentation. 

If the application meets with your approval, please contact me at your earliest 
convenience. I will then forward a final draft of the application and associated Assignment 
and Declaration for your signature. We will also obtain approval from the Government of 
the United Kingdom to assure proper filing in the United States. 

However, if you believe any changes are required, please contact me by facsimile or 
telephone so that I can revise the application. We will make sure that all changes are 
promptly made and this application filed in the immediate future. 


IMPROVED AIR SPRING 

Our File No. 60,130-391 - Your File No. 99AUT080 



+ 


Mr. Paul John 6riffiths 
June 22, 1999 
Page 2 


I look forward to hearing from you. In the meantime, should you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 


Very truly yours, 



DLW:ns 
Enclosures 


cc: 


M. Lee Murrah, Esq. (w/encl.) 
T. Olds, Esq. (w/o encl.) 
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